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- Sees ghee trp nna 
*« The Play’s the thing !’"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
Drurp Lane Cheatre. 

Last night, at this Theatre, a new Grand Opera was produced, for 
the first time, called Masaniello ; or, the Dumb Girl of Portici —It 
is a translation, or adaptation, by Messrs. Kenny and Livius, from 
Auber’s Muette de Portici, which was acted with the greatest éclat 
at the Academie Royale de Musique at Paris. It has also been adapted 
as a Ballet, at the King’s Theatre, with great effect. No pains or ex- 
pense have been spared at thisTheatre, in the getting up of this splen- 
did Opera, which reflects the highest credit on all concerned in its 
production. The original music, by Auber, has been preserved, and 
has been skilfully adapted to English words. The scenery is beauti- 
fully picturesque and appropriate; the dresses, and stage properties, 
splendid, and strictly correct ; and the processions, and dances, ar- 
ranged with admirable skill, and powerful stage effect. The Opera 
commences with a féte, in honour of the nuptials of Don Alphonso, 
(T. Cooke) with Elvira, (Miss Betts); the festivities are interrupted 
by the entrance of Fenella, « dumb girl, (Madlle. Alexandrine) pur- 
sued by the soldiers of the Viceroy; ste obtains the protection of El- 
vira, who introduces her to her bridegroom, when she discovers he 
has been the seducer of Fenella. Masaniello, (Braham) urged by his 
sister’s wrongs, and the tyranny of the Viceroy, incites his country- 
men to a revolt, and he is chosen their leader: he, however, contrary 
to their wishes, saves the life of Alphonso and his bride, and, becom- 
ing the object of their suspicion, at last falls a victim to their treach- 
ery : and the Opera concludes with the death of Masaniello, and the 
defeat of the insurgents. The plot is but weak, and the dialogue very 
so-so ; but the music is beautiful, particularly the concerted pieces.— 
There is a most exquisite chorus of the market people, which was en- 
thusiastically encored; and the following prayer, or invocation, was 
powerfully melodious. A ballad, sung by Braham, with a chorus of 
fishermen, is a delightful composition, and wasloudly encored. Miss 
Betts’ first air was sweet beyond measure ; but it is impossible to par- 
ticularize where all was excellent. The debutante rather disappointed 
us ; she is certainly handsome, but she has but little expression in her 
countenance, and her action was rather too vehement.—The piece was 
received with great applause, and announced for every night, Saturday 
excepted, with loud cheers.—The house was crowded. 

€ovent Garden Theatre. 

Tue Tragedy of Hamlet was last night performed at this house ; 
C. Kemble persenating the princely Dane in a most praiseworthy man- 
ner. The constitutional melancholy, the reflective philosophy, the 
polished courtesy, and assumed madness of the character, he deli- 
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seated with admirable nicety. Miss Lacy acted the Queen, with skill 
and effect, as did Miss Jarman, Ophelia. The other characters, with 
the exception of the Ghost, and Polonius, by Warde, and Blanchard, 
were acted by gentlemen, than whom, “I had rather the town-crier 
had spoke my lines.”” The Devil's Elixir concluded. 


Mad. Vestris has given another instance of the caprice of perform- 
ers, espicially of those who are called stars; by refusing:to act Au- 
phrosyne, in Comus, a part which has been done by Storace,Billington, 
and other prime donnas. In consequence of her refusal, the managers 
have engaged Miss Coveney to perform the part. 





To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Eprror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street,Covent 
Garden, having just popt in te luxuriate on a capital cup of Coffee, and a true 
Havannah—beg pardon, hope | don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have 
to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at oae or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Moncay, I step into The Cosmorama, Regent Street—every day crowded— 
eharming illusion—the effect of sunshine and shade astonishing—Edinburgh on 
fire—wander through Rome, Switzerland, Valley of Lauterbroun, and take a 
peep at the Sultana, and theSeraglio at Constanotinop)e—will change shortly. 

On Tuesday, I visit that fashionable Establishment, Tue Royat Bazaar, 
Oxford Street, to see the Four new Views of The British Diorama; one of 
which is York Minster on fire—sublime and awful, but truly grand: the other 
Views equally beautiful ; The Descent from the Crois a magnificent group— 
the cut-paper work extremely ingenious. Afterwards lounge about among the 
hundreds of fashionables who daily crowd this place, and make many little pur- 
chases at the different stands, which abound with every deseription of elegant 
Articles, at remarkably low prices. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical Automa— Musica! Lady, Juvenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a magnificent Vase, made by 
order o! Napoleon, Birds, &e. In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between 1 and 4 o’clock, at 
Yhe Apoilonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Thursday, I shali_ be found. with my Spectacles off, admiring the truly 
grand display of the Wonders of Nature—I don’t mean the Naturals called 
Fops,but the Microscopic Wonders, and Living Picture of Regent Street, ex- 
hibited by Mr. Carpenter, the Optician, in Regent Street. In the evening, I 
drop into Covent Garden Theatre to see The Invincibles, with The Sublime 
and Bezutiful—always put me in a good humour—I am never tired of hearing 
Wood's ‘ Fairest Flower,’ and Miss Hughes’s ‘ Hunter’s Signal Horn’—bean- 
tifully sung—nightly encored. 

On Friday, I shall look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Exhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, | 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

On Saturday—All my country cousius, with Mrs. Pry, are waiting to accom- 
pany me to that long-established Magazine of Novelties, Fue Western Ex- 
cHANGE Bazaar, Old Bond Street—fashion combined with usefulness—elegance 
with economy—l! always pop in at the private door, 14, Burlington Arcade. 

Now having given you my week’s perambulations, I'll kill an hour over one 
or two of eight Morning and Evening Papers at this aforesaid Divan, Kiag 
Street—skim the Magazines, take a peep at a Chess match going on, whiff ano- 
ther Cigar, and then for the play—* the play’s the thing’”—but I intrude— 
beg pardon Your’s, PAUL PY 

N.B. Called at The Theatrical Observer Office—found the following num- 
bers out of print: 196, 249, 355, 652, 655, 687, 748, 784, 791, 88S, 1259, 
and 1296—offered four-pence each for any of them, which may be had by ap- 
plying to No. 4, Ryder’s Court, Leicester Square. 


d Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand. 
All Communjeations must befpost paid.—Printing in General. 
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Theatre Royal, © ‘oveat Garden. 


This Evéning, the Musiéal Piece, called The 


Sublime & Beautifat. 


The Sultan, Mr WOOD, 

Mustapha, Mr KEELEY, Merchant, ‘Mr ATKINS, 
Captain Radnor, Mr DURUSET. 
Florestine...............-...-Miss HUGHES, 
Elizabeth, Madame VESTRIS. 


After which (8th time) a new Operatic Entertainment, called 


Home, sweet Home! 


Captain La Roche, Mr FAWCETT, Henry La Roche, Mr WARDE, 
Charles Valcour, Mr WRENCH, Natz, Mr KEELEY, 
Edward Malaise......Mr WOOD, Bronze...... Mr MEADOWS. 
Madame Germance, Madame VEST RIS, 
Florine....Miss FORDE, Lisette...... Miss GOWARD. 


To conclude with (14th time) a New Musical Tale of Romance,called 


The Devil’s Elixir ; 


r, the Shadowless Man. 
The OVER eo he & MUSIC composed by Mr G. H.RODWELL. 
The Action arranged by Mr FARLEY. 





Francesc0,.seccsccoces (@ Capuchin)...cccccerecees Mr WARDE, 
Count Hermogen, (his Brother) Mr WOOD, 
Gortaburg.........00+ (Demon of the Elivir ) ......+..++ Mr O. SMITH, 


Nicholas, (the Bell Toller) Mr KEELEY, 

Page, Master WATSON, The Shadow King, Mr PURDAY, 
Oldburg and Stormworg, (his Agents) Messrs. HENRY & TETT, 
The Prior of the Silver Palm ‘Tree Monastery, Mr TURNOUR, 
Spirits of the Elixir, Domestics of the Count, Bridesmen, Maids, &c. 
The Lady Aurelia, Miss HUGHES, Ureka, Miss GOWARD. 
In Act I~A PAS DE TROIS, 

By Mesdames BEDFORD, EGAN, and THOMASIN. 


' New Scenery. N 
Scene 1 The Mystic Cavern of the Shadow King (Grieve)—2 Fran- 


cesco’s Cell (Finley)—3 The Reliquary Chamber in the Silver Palm 
Tree Monastery (‘T. Grieve)—4 The Exterior of the Monastery, 
and its Domains (T. Grieve)—5 The Woodman’s Hut and Forest 
(T. Grieve)—J The Castle of Hartzmere, and Forest in the dis- 
tance (W. Grieve)—7 The Grand Chamber in the Castle of Hartz- 
mere (‘T. Grieve)—8 The Interior of the Belfry in the Monastery 
(W. Grieve)—9 The Shrive of St. Anthony, whose falling Ruins 
causes the Destruction of the Demon, and shews—10 The Monas- 
tery on the Silver Palm Tree Lake, the Interior of which is bril- 
_liantly Hlwminated (Grieve). 


To-morrow, Oberon, with (first time) Master's Rival. 











Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (2nd time) a new Grand Opera, called 


MASANIELLO; 


Or, the Dumb Girl of Portici. 


The Mi ide composed by Auber, and produced by Mr. T. Cooke. 
Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fisherman) Mr BRAHAM, 
Don Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr T. COOKE, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Friead) Mr LEE, 








Pietro, Friends of Masaniello, — Mr BEDFORD, 
Ruffino, and Mr BLAND, 
Moreno, Leaders of the Revolt Mr YARNOLD, 


Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner, Mr FENTON. 
Nobles, Peasants, Pages, Neapolitan Fisherman, Lazzaroni, &c. 
Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, 
Fenella....(Masaniello’s Sister)...... Mademoiselle ALEXANDRINE, 
From the Opera-House, Paris, her 2nd appearance. 


Inis, Miss WESTON, 

Principal Dancers, Mr GILBERT, (from the Italian Opera-House) 
Misses ANGELICA, ROSA BYRNE, BASEKE, RYAL, &c. 
Misses Macdonald, Chikini, Ballin, M’Henry, Vallancy, Gear, Web- 
ster, Lane, Willmott, Clare, Bennett, Jones, Irwin, Fenton, &c. 
Messrs. Howell, Barnes, Bartlett, Wieland, Chikini, Brown, Smith, 
Brady, Williams, Jefferies, Wilson, Harrison, Thomas, &c:- 
Succession of New Scenery: 

Scene | The Gardens of the Viceroy, with Naples in the distance— 
(Andrews)—2 ,Bay of Naples (Stanfield)—3 Apartment in the 
Palace (Marinari)—4 The Market Place of Naples (Stanfield)— 
5 Sea Shore (Stanfield)—6 Interior of Masaniello’ Hut (Andrews) 
With distant View of the Heights of Naples (Stanfield)—7 Ves- 
tibule of the Viceroy’s Palace—Vesuvius in the distance—Terrific 
Eruption (Stanfield.) 


To conclude with(14th time) a New Melo-dramatic Fairy Tale called 


Thierna-na-O¢ge ; 
Or, The PRINCE of the LAKES, 


fit under the direction of Mr W. Barrymore. 
O’Donoghue, (the Enchanted Prince of the Lakes) Mr BEDFORD, 
Usga, (his Squire) Mr YARNOLD, 
Argentina, (a Fairy Amazon)......... Miss ROSA BYRNE, 
Dan O'Reilly, Mr WEEKES, Dame Kearney, Mrs C. JONES, 
Kate Kearney, Miss S. BOOTH, (who is engaged here ) 
Lord Glencar...... Mr J. VINING, Samson Sinister, Mr HARLEY, 
Dennis, Mr GATTIE, Martin, Mr SALTER, 
Principal Dancers, Misses ANGELICA, BASEKE, and RYAL, 
Brulabrand, (Ruler of the Fire Spirits) Mr BLAND, 
Flibbertygibbet, Master WIELAND, _ Water Spirits, Fairies, & &e. 


To- -morrow, , Masaniello, and Thierna na Oge, _ 
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